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SUB J : UNSEASONAL RAIN MAY REDUCE RICE PADDY HARVEST 

1 . UNSEASONAL RAIN IN LATE DECEMBER DURING THE RICE PADDY 
HARVEST COULD REDUCE THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF THIS YEAR'S 
PADDY OUTPUT IN BURMA. SHOWERS WERE FAIRLY WIDESPREAD IN 
THE DELTA REGION AND SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

2. THESE SHOWERS ARE EXPECTED TO ADVERSELY AFFECT THE EARLY 
MATURED CROP, MUCH OF WHICH HAD ALREADY BEEN HARVESTED AND 
WAS STILL IN OPEN, UNPROTECTED STORAGE WHEN THE RAINS FELL. 
HOWEVER, GUB AGRICULTURAL AUTHORITIES BELIEVE THE LATE 
MATURING CROP WAS LARGELY UNAFFECTED BY THE RAINS. LOSS 

DUE TO WET PADDY CAN BE REDUCED IF THE PADDY CAN BE COLLECTED, 
DRIED AND IMMEDIATELY UTILIZED FOR PROCESSING INTO PARBOILED 
RICE, BUT DEFICIENCIES IN BURMA’S COLLECTION AND TRANSPORTA- 
TION SYSTEM MAY RENDER THIS IMPOSSILBE. 

3. DROUGHT OR NEAR DROUGHT CONDITIONS DURING THE GROWING 
SEASON HAD ALREADY REDUCED PROSPECTS FOR ANOTHER BUMPER 
PADDY CROP IN BURMA THIS YEAR. ALTHOUGH THE GUB MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE HAS NOT ALTERED ITS EARLIER ESTIMATE THAT 
PADDY OUTPUT IN BURMA FOR THE 1977/78 CROP YEAR WOULD 
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REACY A RECORD 9,378,000 LONG TONS, SOME GUB AGRICULTURAL 
EXPERTS AND PRIVATE RICE MILLERS NOW BELIEVE THE TOTAL 
HARVEST COULD BE AS MUCH AS 15 TO 20 PERCENT BELOW THIS 
ESTIMATE. THEY ATRIBUTE THE CAUSE OF THE EXPECTED SHORT- 
FALL MORE TO THE DROUGHT CONDITIONS EARLIER IN THE SEASON 
THAN TO THE RECENT RAINS. 

BARTLEY 
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